
The Monson family, left to right: Emily, Danny, Julia, 
Jennifer and Katie. Katie’s passion lives on through her 
family’s support of Providence St. Jude Medical Center.
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A Fullerton Family Makes  
Kindness Their Mission

A LEGACY OF LOVE



The Providence St. Jude Memorial Foundation and Board started the year with the important 
goal of providing our medical center with the resources needed to advance its programs and 
services to continue the lifesaving compassionate care of which we are all so proud. In early 
2020, we gathered together to plan engaging events and activities, and build new relationships.

Fast forward months later, and our medical center, along with the rest of the world, finds itself 
in the most challenging health crisis of modern times: the COVID-19 pandemic.

As we were asked to “stay home,” our physicians and caregivers charged head-on into the 
unknown, putting aside their own safety and peace of mind to safeguard the health of this 
community. They did this, as they always have done, without expectation of fanfare or 
recognition, because they consider it a duty and privilege to care for you and your loved ones.

But what you — our donor community — gave them in return for their sacrifice and service was  
beyond what anyone could have imagined. Tens of thousands of pieces of protective equipment 
and supplies; stacks upon stacks of uplifting notes and messages of appreciation; donations 
totaling over $212,000 (and counting) to ensure resources are readily available to address 
immediate and emergent needs; countless meals and snacks to nourish their bodies and spirits 
on the hardest days; car parades; a Thunderbird flyover.

If ever there were a silver lining to the clouds that have loomed over this stormy year, it would be 
the overwhelming display of generosity and compassion shown by this giving community —  
and our caregivers’ profound realization that they are deeply cherished by those who entrust 
them with their care.

We have never felt more driven to support this extraordinary institution, which stands even 
stronger as a pillar of hope today, thanks to your loyal investment in its mission.

God bless you and your family, and keep them safe through the months ahead.
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Katie Monson might have been only twenty years old. 
But, in that short time, she shared a lifetime’s worth 
of empathy and compassion.

Along with her parents, Jennifer and Danny Monson, 
and her sisters, Julia and Emily, Katie always enjoyed 
volunteering and spending time with her beloved 
friends in Fullerton.

As president of the Associated Student Body (ASB) 
at Fullerton Union High School, Katie demonstrated 
a natural gift for leadership. Her mother, Jennifer, 
remembers the Valentine’s Day when Katie, with 
the help of her ASB class, made and distributed 
valentines to every student in school, so that nobody 
would be left out. “She was always focused on the 
kids who were on the fringe,” she recalls. “She  
wanted to make sure that everybody felt included  
all the time.” 

It was in 2017, toward the end of her freshman year  
at UCLA, that Katie noticed her left eye turning 
inward and visited her ophthalmologist at home in 
Fullerton. The doctor observed pressure building 

behind her eye and insisted that Katie go  
immediately to the Emergency Department at 
Providence St. Jude Medical Center. Hours later, 
she was diagnosed with a golf ball-sized tumor 
behind her eye.

The next day, the Monson family met with Katie’s 
neurosurgeon, Lars Anker, MD. “Katie really trusted 
and connected with Dr. Anker,” reflects her father, 
Danny. Under his care, her tumor was removed, and 
she went home five days later. Their worst fears 
were realized when a biopsy revealed Katie’s tumor 
was cancerous. They were introduced to David Park, 
MD, who became Katie’s oncologist; he empathized 
deeply with the Monson family and collaborated 
with experts around the world to treat Katie’s brain 
cancer. Jennifer remembers, “He was in some exotic 
place getting ready to ride an elephant with his 
family, but called us to talk about the next steps.  
He was always thinking about us and Katie.”

Over the course of her treatment, Katie returned 
to Providence St. Jude many times. There were a 
number of difficult conversations, including one 
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with Katie’s radiologist, Dechen Dolkar, MD — who 
told the family the devastating news when the 
treatments were no longer working. 

Katie fought her cancer fiercely for 497 days. She 
passed away on September 21, 2018, at her family’s 
home in Fullerton.

Despite their grief, the couple remains deeply 
grateful to the physicians and caregivers of 
Providence St. Jude. “They treated us kindly and 
like individuals,“ says Jennifer, smiling through her 
tears. “You were hugged by the entire organization, 
treated like someone they would never forget and 
always take care of. It’s this whole community of 
love and care.”

That compassionate care inspired Jennifer and 
Danny to make a generous $50,000 contribution 
to Providence St. Jude Medical Center. A plaque in 
Katie’s memory has been installed in the infusion 
center at the Crosson Cancer Institute. The 
Monsons have designated their gift to the Nurse 
Navigator program — with gratitude to Deborah 
(Debbie) Yoon, RN, who offered tremendous 
comfort and stability throughout Katie’s treatment. 

“I don’t think we could have gotten through it 
without Debbie,” says Danny. “We want to make sure 
that the Nurse Navigator program stays intact and 
that it has the resources necessary to continue it, 
to enhance it, to improve it. Because it was so vital 
to us, so comforting to us.”

How would you like to be remembered? 
What legacy are you leaving behind?  
A purposeful and simple way to create  
a legacy is to leave a bequest to  
Providence St. Jude Medical Center 
through your will or trust. Bequest gifts 
are often the most impactful. And there 
are so many areas in healthcare that 
need our communities’ support to  
enable growth at Providence St. Jude 
Medical Center. 
 
It’s our pleasure to help you establish 
your legacy and have you join the  
Sr. Jane Frances Legacy Society.  
Contact: Christopher Dukes, 
Christopher.Dukes@stjoe.org,  
714-347-7900.

LEAVING  
A LEGACY

Cont. from page 01

You were hugged by the entire 
organization, treated like someone 
they would never forget and always  
take care of. It’s this whole 
community of love and care.

Katie started the KM Legacy 
Foundation to raise money for 
brain cancer awareness and 
research, and also to provide 
leadership opportunities for 
high school students.

PIECES OF THE PUZZLE

“Rheumatology is a cognitive specialty, and it’s  
got a lot of esoteric diseases,” says Michael  
Sugarman, MD. “But if you ask the right questions,  
it’s kind of like figuring out a puzzle.”

From 1976 to the beginning of 2015, Dr. Sugarman 
solved countless diagnostic puzzles as a leading 
internist and rheumatologist in the Providence St. 
Jude Medical Center community. His attraction to 
medicine, meanwhile, is a family affair. His father, 
a cardiologist based in San Francisco, remained in 
private practice and covered the ER until he was 
91, hanging up his stethoscope only when a broken 
hip necessitated his retirement. “My father loved 
practicing medicine,” Dr. Sugarman remembers.

That passion — both for his career and his  
community — has inspired Dr. Sugarman to give 
back. He and his wife Hilda, an educator and longtime 
member of the Fullerton School District Board of 
Trustees, made their first gift to the Providence St. 
Jude Memorial Foundation in 1984. Since that time, 
they have made generous donations to the medical  
center and have personally raised funds to help 
acquire state-of-the-art technology.

“From a physician’s perspective, the community’s 
gifts have allowed the medical center to be cutting-
edge,” recalls Dr. Sugarman. For example, he had an 
active role in helping to raise money for the first da 
Vinci surgical robot at Providence St. Jude Medical 
Center. “I brought the need to the Foundation because 
this was a technology of the future. Then, with the 

Foundation, I went out as a doctor and spoke about it. 
It just grew from there.”

Dr. Sugarman served twelve years on the medical  
center’s Board of Trustees and was president of  
St. Jude Heritage Medical Group for twenty years. 
He was instrumental in encouraging the group’s 
physicians to donate $1M toward the medical center’s 
Southwest Tower construction, and again with the 
Northwest Tower. Several of his patients have sought 
his advice and recommendations when making their 
own contributions for specific technology, including a 
bone density scanner and mammography equipment.

Of all the changes he helped bring to Providence  
St. Jude, Dr. Sugarman is most proud of his efforts to 
bring the Intensivist Program to the CCU. “I strongly 
advocated with the chief executive and the board,” 
he says. “Because I honestly felt that was the most 
important clinical advancement we could make to 
take care of the very sickest of the patients.”

In 2017, Dr. Sugarman was honored as a Physician 
of Legacy for his significant contributions to the 
medical center and his fellow physicians. He was 
also recognized in Best Doctors in America and 
as a Physician of Excellence. The administrative 
conference room at Providence St. Jude was renamed 
in his honor: The Sugarman Leadership Rheum.

“My husband’s mind is creative,” Hilda says with a 
smile. “His compassion for people is in his DNA.  
And people know it.”

Hilda and Michael 
Sugarman, MD
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Retired Rheumatologist and His Wife Support St. Jude for Nearly Four Decades



Fullerton Couple Dedicates Lifetime of Giving to Providence St. Jude

IN THEIR BLOOD: A LIFELONG 
PASSION FOR PHILANTHROPY

Haydee and Carlos Mollura can finish each other’s 
sentences. In fact, they often do. “I feel good living  
so close to Providence St. Jude,” remarks Haydee.  
“As we age, it’s become more important.”

“We’re high maintenance,” interjects her husband, 
Carlos, with a laugh.

The Molluras immigrated to the United States from 
Argentina in the early 1960s, eventually founding 
Vinyl Technology, Inc., a company that designs and 
manufactures products for a range of customers, 
including the U.S. Air Force, the Department of 
Defense and NASA. The couple soon fell in love with 
the city of Fullerton and, in 1969, purchased the home 
where they still reside today.

Haydee and Carlos first became involved with  
Providence St. Jude Medical Center when their 
youngest son, Rodney, was born in April of 1970. 
Despite modest means, the Molluras were emphatic 
about their desire to support the medical center.  
We felt strongly we should give back,” reflects Carlos.  
“These values are in our blood.”

In 1996, Carlos underwent open heart surgery at  
Providence St. Jude to remove blockages in his 
coronary arteries. His experience, as he describes it,  
was “excellent.”

Over the years, the Molluras have continued  
their passionate support of Providence St. Jude  
Medical Center, with plaques displayed at the 
Cardiac and Vascular Cath Lab, a planned gift to the 
Northwest Tower, and service on the Providence  
St. Jude Memorial Foundation Board of Directors  
and Finance Committee. 

Carlos and Haydee are motivated to give as much  
by St. Jude’s signature empathy and human touch  
as they are by its clinical excellence and state-of- 
the-art technology. “The medical center isn’t just  
the building,” Haydee explains. “It’s the people that  
make this medical center.”

The Molluras’ philanthropic presence is — literally 
— cemented into the medical center on the donor-
signed top beam of the Northwest Tower. It means  
so much to them.

Today, the feisty octogenarians nurture their lifelong 
passion for opera and classical music, and remain 
fit through regular Pilates classes. They also enjoy 
spending time with their three grown sons and 
grandchildren — one of whom is completing her 
second year of medical residency. “I have a dream,” 
Haydee confesses, “maybe one day, to have a Dr. 
Mollura associated with St. Jude!”

 

If you would like to learn more about making a 
bequest or planned gift, we would be pleased to 
consult with you. Contact: Christopher Dukes, 
Christopher.Dukes@stjoe.org, 714-347-7900.
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DONOR STORIES

New Board Member GianCarlo “GC” Alabastro 

New Board Member Sister Eileen McNerney, CSJ

GC has spent over 19 years in the retail automotive industry. He founded 
Fox Dealer, an automotive digital marketing company. Previously, he 
managed a retail automotive group focused on digital marketing, Internet 
sales and business development. GC also worked on the first Nissan digital 
marketing field team, launching their digital lead management team.

“I was raised by my grandmother, who had a special devotion to Saint Jude,”  
GC said. “I want to connect others to the mission and have them experience 
the passion that is within the Providence St. Jude family as I have.”

Sister Eileen joined the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange community 63 years 
ago, arriving in Orange the same week Providence St. Jude opened. One 
of her biggest points of pride was when she started Taller San Jose Hope 
Builders in 1995, a non-profit organization that began in Santa Ana and has 
since expanded to Anaheim. 

“Much has been given to me throughout my life. This is my time to give  
back and make the best use of the gifts that God has given me,” shared  
Sister Eileen.
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2020 PROVIDENCE ST. JUDE MEMORIAL FOUNDATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Scott Rojas, Chair
Dennis Buchanan, MD 
Vice Chair
Brian Helleland  
Chief Executive  
Providence St. Jude  
Medical Center 

GC Alabastro
Terry Brick

Bradley A. Jackson, MD
George McDaniel
Dorothy Lippman Salovesh, NP
Kathy Salter
Thad Sandford
Susan Shaw
Cathy Shircliff, CRT
Stephen Straub
Mike Verity

Brian Helleland, Chief Executive,  
and Dub Drees, Chief  
Philanthropy Officer
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OCTOBER 30, 2021 
6:00 PM 

Anaheim Marriott 
700 W. Convention Way 

Anaheim, CA 92802

For questions, please contact  
Norma Moses, events manager at  

Norma.Moses@stjoe.org.

As a part of the $2 trillion federal stimulus  
package passed in March, you have new ways  
to claim a tax deduction.

If you itemize your deductions, you can deduct  
up to 100% of your 2020 Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI) – an increase from 60%.

If you take a standard deduction, you can  
deduct an additional $300 per taxpayer for 
charitable contributions.

RMDs from an IRA (and certain defined 
contribution plans) are not required in 2020.  
IRA owners over age 70 1/2 can make a tax-free 
transfer up to $100,000 to charity.

Simply visit stjudememorialfoundation.org/donate 
or call 714-992-3033. Thank you.

MAKE A BIGGER 
IMPACT IN 2020


