
Providence St. Jude Valvular Heart Team, left to right: 
Eugene Byun, MD; Bobby Bahadorani, DO; Taylor Tang, MD; 
Harry Peled, MD; Aidan Raney, MD (not pictured)
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Cardiac Care & Valve Disease Program Advances, 
Thanks to Philanthropic Support

HEART TO HEART



Dub Drees
Chief Philanthropy Officer

Dennis Buchanan, MD
Chair, Foundation Board of Directors

Spring is traditionally viewed as a season of new beginnings. This spring feels 
especially poignant, as our medical center and community begin to witness signs  
of hope and healing we thought might never come.

Our COVID-19 inpatient numbers have come down significantly.  We’ve administered 
tens of thousands vaccines to our caregivers, physicians and community members.  
We’ve adapted to a “new normal” — one that still requires physical distancing, but 
that has brought us closer in solidarity and shared experience.

While we still have a ways to go before celebrating victory over this challenging 
time, the air feels a little lighter. The sun shines a little brighter. And while loss, grief 
and stress continue to be present in our daily lives, we are beginning to see the light 
at the end of the tunnel.

On a much brighter spring day, years from now, our grandchildren will ask us how we 
were able to make it through that tunnel. And our answer to them will be: together.
We will share how our Providence St. Jude physicians and caregivers sacrificed 
their own safety and comfort to care for the extremely ill, and also one another.

We will talk about how this donor community generously gave to protect the health 
of our caregivers and patients, while sustaining excellence in care.

We will tell them how even in the face of a global pandemic, this treasured 
partnership between our community and medical center allowed us to earn 
Healthgrades’ America’s 100 Best Hospitals Award™, ranking us in the top 2% in the 
nation for consistently delivering clinical quality year over year.

We will laugh without worry, smile without masks and hug our loved ones close.

But until that day comes, this spring, we will be grateful for the blessings that have 
already started blossoming from the seeds of hope we planted together.  A new day 
is coming. We are so thankful to have made it here with you.

DEAR FRIENDS  
AND LOVED ONES,
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FUNDRAISING UPDATE

FROM YOUR HEART  
TO THEIRS

Thanks in large part to philanthropic support, 
Providence St. Jude has moved into a new era 
of complex minimally invasive cardiac care 
procedures. As the cardiac care program seeks 
to build upon its suite of advanced diagnosis 
and treatment offerings, the support of the 
community partnered with a team of  
preeminent cardiac experts will be key to 
accelerating growth and propelling the program 
to new heights of excellence.

The addition of a cardiovascular hybrid surgery  
suite through the philanthropy-funded Northwest 
Tower campaign opened the possibility to 
combine the power of highly advanced imaging, 
minimally invasive techniques and traditional 
surgery. This capability lay the foundation to build 
a more comprehensive cardiac program that 
today offers a gamut of the most sophisticated 
treatments available in Southern California.

Among the newest program additions is the 
establishment of a Valve Clinic. The clinic brings 
together the expertise of cardiologists, cardiac 
surgeons, cardiac interventionists and cardiac 
imaging specialists to diagnose and treat 
complex heart valve disease. Through focused 
and collaborative assessment, patients have 
access to a full range of innovative treatment 
options from medical therapies to transcatheter 
aortic valve replacement (TAVR) — an advanced 
minimally invasive, catheter-based procedure 
that replaces the aortic valve without the need for  
open-heart surgery.

“We are passionate about being able to offer 
advancements like TAVR as these minimally 

invasive approaches can allow patients to go 
home in as little as 48 hours,” explains Eugene 
Byun, MD, board-certified interventional 
cardiologist at Providence St. Jude. “It’s 
how cardiovascular programs are evolving, 
transitioning from open surgery to endovascular 
approaches done through the blood vessels 
rather than a large incision. This is why 
continuing to build upon our program is critical.”

Philanthropy can further the cardiac program’s 
vision for growth. Just recently, community 
support enabled the purchase of the EPIQ 
Ultrasound System, an imaging technology used 
during both open-heart and minimally invasive 
procedures to offer superior visualization into  
the heart.

“The image quality of this new EPIQ system 
is like turning the lights on inside the heart 
to see structures,” says Aidan Raney, MD, 
board-certified interventional cardiologist at 
Providence St. Jude. “It supports faster and more 
precise reading and interpretation, allows us to 
better perform procedures like TAVR and reduces 
the need for additional diagnostic imaging. We 
are so grateful to the generous donors who are 
putting these technologies into our hands and 
helping us improve outcomes and quality of life 
for our patients.”

To learn how you can support continued growth  
and innovation within the cardiac care program, 
contact the Foundation at 714-992-3033 or  
SJMF@providence.org.
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Community donors accelerate excellence in cardiac care

Hybrid cardiovascular surgical suite  
made possible by community donors

We are so grateful to the  
generous donors who are putting 
these technologies into our hands 
and helping us improve outcomes 
and quality of life for our patients.

—     Aidan Raney, MD,  
board-certified interventional 
cardiologist at Providence St. Jude



Bobby Bahadorani, DO Eugene Byun, MD
Board-certified 
anesthesiology 
specialist supporting 
all cardiothoracic 
and structural heart 
procedures.

Board-certified cardiologist 
specializing in structural 
heart procedures such as 
Transcatheter Aortic Valve 
Replacement (TAVR), and 
Co-Medical Director of the 
Cardiac Cath Lab.

Michael Chan, MD Ameesh Parikh, MD
Board-certified 
cardiologist specializing 
in high-risk percutaneous 
coronary interventions, 
peripheral vascular disease 
and lower extremity and 
renal artery disease.

Board-certified cardiologist 
specializing in interventional 
cardiology and Co-Medical 
Director of the Cardiac Cath 
Lab and Cardiac Rehab. 

Harry Peled, MD Aidan Raney, MD
Board-certified 
cardiologist specializing 
in interventional 
cardiology and Medical 
Director of Cardiovascular
Services and Critical Care.

Board-certified cardiologist 
specializing in complex 
coronary interventions and 
structural heart disease, 
and advanced interventional 
cardiology procedures such as 
TAVR and MitraClip.

Susana Robison Taylor Tang, MD
Director of Cardiovascular 
Services responsible 
for the overall planning, 
development, coordination, 
implementation and 
management of all 
cardiovascular services.

To learn more about Providence St. Jude’s cardiac care services, please call 844-541-7768.

Board-certified cardiothoracic 
surgeon specializing in minimally 
invasive complex cardiac 
procedures such as TAVR, complex 
aorta repair, arch bypass procedures 
and surgical ablation of atrial 
fibrillation, and Medical Director of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery.

PHYSICIAN  PROFILES
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MEET OUR CARDIAC EXPERTS



AN IMPACT FOR THE FUTURE
For most of us, real estate represents a 
significant part of our wealth. Whether you hold 
property for investment, business purposes, or 
personal use, real estate can play a significant 
role in your legacy planning and provide a means 
to make a creative gift benefiting you and 
Providence St. Joseph Hospital.

There are many types of real estate: personal 
residence, farm, vacation home, condominium, 
vacant lot, inherited property, undeveloped land, 
investment real estate, commercial property, 
or rental property. If you own real estate that 
qualifies as long-term capital gain property, it is 

important to consider the unique options that 
may be available.
 
There are many ways to give. Knowing the 
differences between gift options can help you 
meet your planning goals in highly rewarding 
ways — from making the most of potential tax 
benefits to increasing your impact by increasing 
the amount of your gift. We are grateful for 
the generosity of our donors. Whether you are 
interested in bequests, gifts of real estate, or 
a variety of other giving options, it would be a 
privilege to help you explore satisfying ways to 
support Providence St. Joseph Hospital.

To establish this type of gift:

  Contact your plan administrator to  
obtain a beneficiary designation form.1 2

For more information, contact Christopher Dukes, regional manager, planned giving, at  
714-992-3033 (office), 626 252-1097 (cell) or Christopher.Dukes@providence.org.

  Name Providence St. Jude Memorial 
Foundation as beneficiary, or  
contingent beneficiary.

Paul and Mary Reitler met while he was traveling 
across the country with friends. The two 
lovebirds carried on a long-distance romance. 
Paul graduated from Stanford University and they 
were married while he served in the Navy. After 
graduating from Harvard Law School, he joined a 
Los Angeles–based law firm that later grew from 
a California firm of four offices to an international 
firm having fifteen offices.  

In June 2018, the Reitlers decided to downsize 
from their Pasadena home and moved to 
Morningside of Fullerton, next to Providence  
St. Jude Medical Center. Little did they know that 
soon after they would need its world-class care.

Mary had a fall and required two shoulder 
surgeries. “The orthopedic surgeon, Dr. Andrew 
Karich, was terrific and always took the time to 
explain exactly what he was doing,” said Paul.  “She 
recovered beautifully.” It wasn’t long before Paul 
needed the expert care at Providence St. Jude too.

Last year, he began to experience shortness of 
breath during his daily walk. He was referred to 
Ameesh Parikh, MD, cardiologist at Providence St. 
Jude. After a series of rigorous tests, the doctor 
confirmed he had a 90 percent coronary artery 
blockage and recommended a stent procedure as 
soon as possible. “It went incredibly well and I was 
home within 24 hours,” said Paul.

Having had multiple positive experiences with 
Providence St. Jude and being dedicated to 
philanthropy, they decided to make a significant 
donation. Former Foundation board member 
Ted Jones put the Reitlers in touch with the 
Providence St. Jude Memorial Foundation and 
soon after, they began the process of designing a 
meaningful first gift.

They created the Paul and Mary Reitler Fund for 
Excellence in Cardiac Services by way of a gift 
of their IRA. By establishing a named restricted 
fund, the Reitlers were able to designate their 
gift to a specific program that had profoundly 
touched their lives. Their gift is already supporting 
the greatest needs in cardiac services by 
helping fund the program’s new EPIQ cardiac 
ultrasound system. “It has been comforting to have 
Providence St. Jude here,” they shared. “We’re glad 
to be able to support the hospital and show our 
heartfelt appreciation. We feel good about making 
a meaningful gift and look forward to making our 
next gift to the medical center.”

Paul and Mary are eager to get back to their  
travel-filled life, having already visited more  
than 100 countries, and know when they return  
to Morningside it will feel like home.  “It’s a comfort 
to know that Providence St. Jude is here for us.”  

For information on named restricted funds, 
contact Grace Casian, director of major gifts, at  
Grace.Casian@providence.org or 714-446-5864.

GRATEFUL GIVING
The Reitlers establish a named fund  

to ensure excellence in cardiac services 

DONOR SPOTLIGHT
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Paul and  
Mary Reitler
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A MOST TREASURED 
SOCIETY

The Sister Jane Frances Society is a unique 
and profoundly valued group at Providence 
St. Jude Memorial Foundation. This group 
was established to recognize and honor 
those who have made legacy gifts in their 
estate plans to Providence St. Jude Medical 
Center. Society members not only include 
grateful patients, but also current and  
former caregivers, physicians, volunteers  
and others from the community. 

The Society’s namesake, Sister Jane  
Frances Powers, was a member of the  
Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange and the 
medical center’s first president. In her  
30-year tenure, the hospital grew and kept 
pace with the changing health care needs  
of the community. Today, Providence  
St. Jude’s status as one of Southern 
California’s most respected and 
technologically advanced health care 
providers is a tribute to the late Sister’s 
legacy of vision and perseverance. 

A legacy gift is an act of faith in the future  
of the hospital, a meaningful commitment 
that cannot be overstated. Providence  
St. Jude Memorial Foundation honors past 
and present Society members (those who 
expressly give their permission) with their 
names on the Sister Jane Frances Society 

donor recognition wall in the Harbor Lobby 
of the medical center. More important, 
members are invited to special events 
and remain informed about the changing 
landscape of the medical center.

There are many ways to become a member  
of the Sister Jane Frances Society by 
making a legacy gift, including:
 •   A bequest gift in a will/trust
 •    Beneficiary designation: life 

insurance policy, IRA or other account
 •   Gifts of real estate or stock
 •   Charitable gift annuity (CGA)

The groundwork built by these gifts helps  
to ensure that the medical center can 
continue to offer a level of care that not 
only exceeds national benchmarks but also 
restores the health and dignity of those we 
serve for years to come.

If you already have the medical center in  
your estate plans, or if you have questions 
and would like to discuss how we can help 
you establish a legacy at Providence  
St. Jude, please contact Christopher Dukes, 
regional manager, planned giving, at  
714-992-3033 (office), 626 252-1097 (cell)  
or Christopher.Dukes@providence.org.
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Sister Jane Frances Society members, Charles 
and Arlene Steichen, have been loyal supporters 
of Providence St. Jude Medical Center since 1990

PLANNED GIVING



ANNUAL REPORT

09

IMPACTYO
UR

$8,509 
Nursing Scholarships 
28 nursing caregivers received 
scholarships for advanced 
education and training. 

$2,824
Neonatal Intensive Care  
Unit Equipment
Enhanced care for our youngest 
patients, including refitted incubators 
and positioning aids for preemies that 
support their development.

COVID-19 SUPPORT

$3,152,565 was raised in 2020 through your generosity to 
enhance patient care at Providence St. Jude Medical Center.
More than 2,408 donors made 6,496 gifts.

Caregiver Comfort Kits
Distributed 2,700 comfort kits for caregivers 
to express the community’s gratitude for 
the care they’ve provided. Kits included an 
aromatherapy neck and shoulder heat wrap, 
#stjudestrong face mask, St. Jude medal and 
prayer card, tea, hand lotion and more.

Safety & Protection
HEPA filters, masks, face shields and other 
protective equipment were made possible by donors.

Senior Services
Expanded Providence St. Jude’s Caring Neighbors 
Program, an initiative that supports frail and  
isolated seniors. The program experienced a  
surge in 2020 from 65 to more than 400 seniors 
needing assistance.
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$10,000
Dynamic Ankle  
Resistance Trainer
The medical center invested 
in a ankle trainer designed by 
a Providence St. Jude rehab 
caregiver and patented by 
the Innovation Institute. 
The medical center bought 
the first-round prototype to 
evaluate its effectiveness 
and ease of use.

$32,293 
Cardiac Rehab
A new treadmill, total bio 
flex elliptical and stepper 
bikes for our cardiac 
rehabilitation program  
help patients more 
effectively recover and 
return to full health.

$76,756 
Digestive Disease Technology  
and Clinical Innovation
New equipment and technology 
advances our digestive 
disease program, such as the 
Bravo™ reflux testing system, 
an innovative solution that 
allows physicians to evaluate 
the frequency and duration of 
acid reflux in order to better 
understand patients’ symptoms.

Message from Chief Executive Brian Helleland

Coming together to support one another has always been 
the hallmark of Providence St. Jude’s extraordinary culture. 
Throughout the course of COVID, we’ve seen this come through 
even more. Caregivers left retirement to serve alongside their 
former colleagues. Physicians and caregivers from Providence  
St. Jude Heritage medical offices came to help in our COVID 
units. We had executive leaders clearing trash on the first floor, 
finance staff disinfecting chairs in the vaccine clinic and an overall 
“servant’s heart” attitude demonstrated across our ministry.
 
The physical, mental and emotional toll of this time has been heavy 
on our caregivers, but the compassion, strength and resilience they 
continue to exhibit is beyond inspiring. As donors to our ministry, 
I hope you share in the same overwhelming pride that I have in our 
Providence St. Jude family. And I thank you for being here for us 
every step of the way.
 
With gratitude,

Brian Helleland
Chief Executive, Providence St. Jude Medical Center
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Trevor Ray, RN  (center) 
with his family

COVID UNIT NURSE SHARES 
FRONTLINE EXPERIENCE

As a night nurse in Providence St. Jude’s 
step-down unit for the last 12 years, 
registered nurse Trevor Ray’s career had 
largely been focused on helping critically ill 
patients recover and transition to the next 
appropriate level of care — whether it be the 
general medical floor or back home.

But when COVID-19 hit last year, Trevor’s 
experience dramatically changed. His cross-
training in critical care was pushed to the 
forefront as he began serving in the medical 
center’s COVID unit. Suddenly, he was seeing 
more patients take a turn for the worse.

“In the COVID unit, my job didn’t really change 
— the acuity of my patients changed,” says 
Trevor.  “I’d spend several nights with  
patients trying to keep them off the 
ventilator. Then I’d come back and find  
they’d been intubated because they could  
no longer breathe on their own. Seeing that, 
and not knowing if they would pull through, 
that was the hardest part for me.”

Trevor recounts a particularly difficult 
experience in which he cared for the brother 
of a good friend, Providence St. Jude 
Executive Director of Nursing, Julie Kim.

“I was Daniel’s nurse in the COVID unit the 
nights before he got intubated,” remembers 
Trevor. “I ‘grew up’ on the same unit as Julie 
and have worked with her for 18 years, so 
her brother is my brother. I wanted to do 
everything I could to keep him from being 
intubated, but I could see it was coming.  
That was really hard to watch, because  
her family is my family.”

Thankfully, Daniel survived and was able to go 
home after a record stay of five months at the 
medical center. Success stories like his keep 
Trevor motivated, along with knowing that he 
can offer much-needed relief and comfort to 
his patients.

“Because I work 4–5 nights in a row, I think 
families appreciate the familiarity of seeing 
the same person every night,” says Trevor. 
“I can give them that reassurance and 
continuity of care. That’s been the most 
gratifying part of this experience. To be that 
constant for my patients.”

Trevor also draws encouragement from 
his wife and three young children, and the 
support of his Providence St. Jude family and 
the larger community.

“We couldn’t do what we do without the 
support of the community. The supplies, the 
food — sometimes you don’t have time to get 
down to the cafeteria to eat, so those meals 
and donations are extremely appreciated,” 
says Trevor. “This is a great hospital to work 
at, and the community support is amazing.”

Trevor himself reflects the generosity of the 
community; for 15 years he has been a loyal 
donor to the medical center.

 “Providence St. Jude has been really good 
to me and my family. And I want to be able to 
give back,” says Trevor.

To make a gift to support our caregivers,  
visit stjudememorialfoundation.org/donate.
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CAREGIVER PERSPECTIVE



TOBI-HOPE JIEUN PARK  
GIVES BACK

When poet and Orange County School 
of the Arts senior Tobi-Hope Jieun Park 
released her debut collection, Meraki, last 
year, she not only shared her talents with 
the world, but also her heart.  

“Growing up, I’ve only heard stories of my 
Poppa (grandfather), about how funny he 
was,” Tobi shared. “But all those stories 
were always a little bittersweet because my 
Poppa passed away from cancer. I could 
see how it took a little piece of my mom’s 
youth. Ironically, my mother married an 
oncologist. When your father is a doctor, 
you learn a lot from the sidelines. Not 
just the science behind it, but also the 
humanity. I’ve seen firsthand how nurses, 
doctors and staff care and love on the 
patients. I’ve seen the work the Providence 
St. Jude Memorial Foundation does 
through fundraisers like A Walk Among 

the Stars. I’m also a Providence St. Jude 
student volunteer and I see how much they 
try to instill that vision in us. It’s with great 
honor that I can partner and donate part of 
my book proceeds to the medical center.”

Tobi’s book sales are supporting the 
Providence St. Jude Crosson Cancer 
Institute where her father David Park, MD, 
is the medical director. 

Providence St Jude is grateful to Tobi for 
gifting us with her talent and generosity. 
To learn more about Tobi and Meraki, which 
means “to put a piece of yourself into 
everything you do,” visit tobihopepark.com. 

To learn more or support the  
Crosson Cancer Institute,  
visit stjudememorialfoundation.org.
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Tobi-Hope Jieun Park and  
Chief Philanthropy Officer Dub Drees

New board member Mayor Peggy Huang 

New board member Cindy Shin 

Mayor Peggy Huang is a 15-year resident of Yorba Linda who 
is passionate about serving the community, with a focus on 
advocacy for abused, neglected and developmentally delayed 
children. She received her undergraduate degree at the 
University of California, Berkeley and her Juris Doctorate, as 
well as a specialized certificate of governmental affairs, from 
the University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law.

“I am so grateful to the medical staff for the excellent care that 
my husband and I have received.  By supporting the medical 
center, it is an opportunity for me to support the Providence  
St. Jude staff in providing care to the patients.”

Cindy Shin is an entrepreneur businesswoman who founded 
and has run SHIN Imaging Center for 20 years in Los Angeles 
and Orange County. Previously an English teacher in Korea, 
Cindy immigrated to the U.S. in 1998 and became a certified 
MRI technician. In 2002, she founded SHIN MRI in Koreatown 
to provide affordable, accessible and quality patient care. 

When asked why she joined Providence St. Jude’s Foundation 
Board, Cindy shared, “I believe in Providence St. Jude Medical 
Center’s compassionate, reliable and highest commitment to 
patient care for the community.”
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Congratulations to the entire  
Providence St. Jude Family! 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors  
Community Concert on the Hill

A Walk Among the Stars

Please make a 
donation today
Your donation can provide life-saving  
care to our community. Please visit  
stjudememorialfoundation.org/givingmatters 
and make a donation.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2021
Summit House Restaurant

EVENT IS BEING  
POSTPONED UNTIL 2022 


